
JOHN “JACK” AUSTIN CHELEY: 
THE DREAM THAT SPARKED A THOUSAND SUMMERS

Jack Cheley believed in the words of his father that “great things happen when 
youth and mountains meet.” From the time he took over the leadership of Cheley 
Colorado Camps in 1941 until his death in 1987, Jack worked tirelessly to promote 
the value of a high-quality summer camp experience and to raise the bar for 
independently run camps around the country. When the opportunity arose, 
Jack was committed to making sure that kids from all walks of life were able to 
attend camp and experience the magic that happens there: new friendships, new 
adventures, and new opportunities for growth.

At the time of Jack’s death, some of those who were so positively influenced 
by him got together and worked for two years to form the John Austin Cheley 
Foundation to honor Jack’s vision and ensure that kids who would not otherwise 
be able to afford to go to camp could do so. For the past 30 years, the continued 
hard work and generous support of individuals no less visionary or motivated than 
our founders has led to the awarding of more than 1300 camperships, providing 
experiences which redefine what is possible in a young person’s life. In celebration 
of the 30th anniversary of the John Austin Cheley Foundation, we would like to 
honor Jack’s vision by establishing the Jack Cheley Endowed Campership.    

Are you interested in contributing to a fund in Jack’s honor? 

Please call our office at 1-720-981-2532 ext. 100 or email us 
at giving@cheleyfoundation.org for more information.
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CAMPAIGN GOAL: 

$150,000

OBJECTIVE:

Create an endowed 

campership to send 

a camper to Cheley 

Colorado Camps in 

perpetuity in honor 

of Jack and his 

incredible vision.

We hope that you will join us in honoring Jack’s 
legacy by making a contribution to this $150,000 
endowed campership campaign. A gift to the 
Jack Cheley Endowed Campership will ensure 
that a camper goes to camp every year in the 
spirit in which Jack intended, developing lasting 
character and resiliency through challenging 
experiences in a supportive and natural 
environment.

Jack’s dream sparked a thousand summers and 
continues to guide and inspire us today. Our 
past is to be celebrated. Our value is great. Our 
future is bright.

Jack Cheley Endowed 
Campership


