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Empowering
Young Voices
A Thousand Summers works with 
incredible kids around the country who, as 
a result of their time at camp, are making 
a difference in their communities. Will 
is a 9th grader at Boulder High School in 
Boulder, Colorado, who loves basketball, 
math, and hanging out with his friends. 
He competes in mock trial competitions 
and hopes to pursue future studies in 
statistics as applied to the sciences or 
possibly the sports industry.

This summer will be Will’s third summer 
in the Boys Trails End (BTE) unit at Cheley 
Colorado Camps. His favorite camp activity 
is mountain biking, but he is also excited to 
try more backpacking this summer. More 
than anything else, Will is looking forward 
to getting back out into nature, away from 
technology, and reconnecting with his camp 
friends after two years of not being together.

“Camp helps you grow as a person by being able to 
talk about anything freely and also just being more 
adventurous, doing things you may not usually do, and 
pushing your comfort zone.” –  Will, Cheley Colorado 
Camps, Boys Trails End Campership Recipient

Will, mountain biking at camp



During his time at camp, Will’s love of nature and his 
environmental awareness have grown. Climate change 
and global warming have become issues of central 
concern to Will. This summer and early fall he watched 
forest fires ravage the hillsides above his hometown 
of Boulder but also destroy large sections of Rocky 
Mountain National Park, coming very close to BTE and 
the beautiful land he has come to know over the last 
few summers at camp.

Will combined those environmental concerns and 
experiences with the skills he learned at camp and 
designed an impactful Capstone Project this past 
fall. The Capstone Program, started in 2012, invites 
our returning campers, with their mentor’s support, 
to design and lead a service project during the school 
year in their local community. Through the Capstone 
Program, campers build upon the personal growth and 
development attained through their camp experiences 
and further develop leadership skills that can serve 
them now and in the future.

Will focused his Capstone Project on the “Get Out the 
Vote” campaign as a way to call attention to climate 
change and other issues of concern to him. At 15, 
Will is not yet able to vote and so couldn’t make his 
own voice heard at the ballot box, but he knew that 
he could make a difference by talking to others and 
helping them realize that their vote matters. 

He got involved with local grassroots efforts and 
encouraged people to get out and vote by personally 
writing and sending over 300 postcards, making phone 
calls through a local phone bank, leaving sticky notes 
on the front doors of people who lived in areas with 
lower voting percentages, and inviting friends and 

family to join him in a socially distanced “drive-by 
parade” encouraging people to make their voices 
heard at the ballot box. He recruited several friends 
to help him in his efforts and received great support 
from his Capstone mentor, Darren Kelly.

Will knew that not everyone he spoke with was going 
to actually vote or vote in the same way that he 
might if he were able to, but he learned a lot from the 
experience. Talking to complete strangers, especially 
about sensitive issues, was awkward at times, but he 
was able to build genuine conversations with people 
by first listening to and learning a little bit about them, 
respecting where they were coming from, and then 
sharing some things about himself—lessons that he 
learned in building friendships with new people at camp. 

“I just wanted to encourage people to vote no 
matter who they were voting for just to be 
able to express their voices in a time when 
everyone’s voice needs to be heard.” - Will

Will with his mentor, Darren, in Boulder, Colorado



EMPOWERING YOUNG VOICES

His conversations with people during his Capstone 
Project showed him that “you may not have the same 
views but you could still relate in a lot of ways in that 
we’re all human and all going through a crazy time 
that we have to get through together.” 

Darren, Will’s mentor, shared that “for Will to call 
people out of the blue took a lot of guts and he got 
more comfortable with it over time. It definitely 
helped him grow and develop skills that he’s going to 
need for job interviews and things in the future.” 

Will’s mom, Madeleine, a former Cheley camper herself, 
shared that “it was an unbelievable experience to watch 
the President in his inaugural speech thank all of the 
people who helped get out the vote. I said to Will, ‘that 
was you!’ It was extremely empowering and Will felt 
really proud about that.”

In the future, Will plans to get involved with the midterm 
election “Get Out The Vote” efforts in 2022 and he looks 
forward to 2024 when he will be old enough to vote and 
be involved on his college campus with encouraging 
other young people to make their voices heard at the 
ballot box. 

All of us at A Thousand Summers are proud of Will and 
how he is using his voice and the lessons and skills he 
learned at camp to make a positive difference in the 
world. He has a bright future ahead of him and we look 
forward to following his journey.

To read more about Will’s 
Capstone Project and his 
relationship with his mentor, 
please scan the QR code.

“A Thousand Summers is committed to empowering 
the young people we serve to be agents of change 
and create opportunities to do good in their 
communities. Will’s project is a great example of a 
young person following his passion, expressing his 
voice, and making a difference.” 

– Tim Lucas, Executive Director

The Ripple Effect
Over the past 10 years, the Capstone 

Program has grown significantly. We like 
to think of the extending influence of each 
project as a “ripple effect” that gets more 
people involved in their communities and 

using their voices for positive change.

Since 2012:

75 
Capstone Service 

Projects Completed

525 
Project Volunteers 

Involved

5,625 
Project Volunteer 

Hours Invested

7,388 
People Served



A Thousand Summers is honored to work with eight 
highly-regarded summer camps across the country. 
These associate camps each have a long-standing and 
well-established reputation for delivering programming 
of the highest caliber. They have a wealth of youth 
development experience and have positively impacted 
the lives of countless young people.

The camps that we work with provide programming 
that lasts from two to four weeks. With the help 
of our dedicated supporters, we are committed to 
funding the camp experience for the children that we 
serve for multiple summers because we know that 

the repeated and progressively more challenging 
experience is what promotes the greatest personal 
growth. Many of the recipients of the nearly 1,400 
camperships we have issued are taking steps toward 
a brighter future because of the social and emotional 
skills they have learned at summer camp. 

One of our associate camps, Cheley Colorado Camps, 
will be hosting a centennial celebration this summer. 
Additionally, Camp Thunderbird, Colvig Silver Camps, 
and Camp Kawanhee will mark significant anniversaries 
in 2022. We congratulate them all and are excited to 
join them to mark these impressive milestones. 

Make Some Noise!
Celebrating Significant Milestones with Our Camps

Cheley Colorado Camps in Estes Park, CO, will be hosting their Centennial Celebration this summer. Owned 
and operated by the Cheley family since 1921, the celebration is in honor of founder Frank Cheley for his 
original dream and vision. The John Austin Cheley Foundation was established in memory of Frank’s son, Jack, 
in 1989. We look forward to celebrating this milestone anniversary with Cheley Camps.



MAKE SOME NOISE!

Would you like to direct 
your funds to support 
a camper attending a 

specific camp?

 
No problem! Just 

designate the camp fund 
that you are interested 
in when you make your 

donation, and we will be 
sure to direct your gift 

accordingly.

CAMPERSHIP PROGRAM

8 HIGH QUALITY
ASSOCIATE CAMP PARTNERSHIPS



No More Virtual 
Reality – It’s Time
to Unmute and 
Press ‘Play’
Our campers are excited about the summer and 
the opportunity to get away from remote learning 
and virtual experiences. It’s time for genuine, in-
person connections and fun outdoor adventures! 

After such a challenging year, much of it spent 
inside, in virtual classrooms and socially isolated, 
kids need camp more than ever before. Camp has 
always played an integral role in the development 
of kids’ physical and mental health, but that work 
is even more critical this summer. 

Camp is a great boost for kids’ mental health 
and a chance to “take themselves off of mute” 
and thrive! Just imagine the smiles and laughter, 
the songs around the campfire, the hoots and 
hollers while riding the rapids, the cheers upon 
reaching the top of the mountain, and the “outside 
voices” ringing loud and clear through the camp 
environment. Can’t you just hear the fun and the 
memories being made?

Kids need time in the outdoors, away from 
technology and the stresses of daily life to 
explore, wonder, create their own fun, and just 
be kids. Camp gives them a chance to build an 
identity of their own, away from their families, and 
to discover and strengthen their “inner voices.” 

You can help us make all of that a reality! 
If you believe, as we do, that camp has 
the power to change lives, please make 
your voice heard and support A Thousand 
Summers today!

Help Us Get
Our Kids Outside
There are many other ways to give besides 
cash that will help us get the kids that we 
serve outside and away from all of the 
technology they have been relying on daily. 
We accept gifts from donor advised funds, 
gifts of stock, and gifts through IRA’s. 
Visit athousandsummers.org/
opportunities for more information. 



Here are a few ways that you can make your voice 
heard and help us make a significant impact on a 
child’s life today:

Make Your Voice Heard

$2,500 Half Campership
Your funding will pay half the expenses 
for one summer camper

$1,000 Young Explorer 
Provide an introductory camp experience 
for a young camper

$500 Transporter 
Provide travel expenses for 
one camper

$250 Outfitter 
Provide equipment for one camper

$100 Piggy Banker
Fund a camper’s bank account during 
his/her stay

$150,000 Endowed Campership
Deliver the summer camp experience for 
one camper per year in perpetuity

$50,000 Power of Ten
This generous sponsorship level makes it 
possible for ten campers to attend camp 
for one summer

$25,000 Adopt a Camper 
A one-on-one relationship between the 
sponsor and a camper for his/her entire 
camp career

$10,000 Double Campership
Your generosity will fund two campers 
for a summer

$5,000 Full Campership
The summer of a lifetime for one 
lucky camper

NO MORE VIRTUAL REALITY

Double Your Impact
Do you know if the company you work 
for will match your contributions to a 
nonprofit? Find out if you can double 
the impact of your gift today by visiting 
athousandsummers.org/match.

Leave A Legacy
Many of our supporters have recently 
decided to support our campers 
through a gift to the John Austin Cheley 
Foundation (FEIN #48-1077337) in their 
wills or estate plans. Some have even 
named the Foundation as a beneficiary 
of their life insurance policy or retirement 
fund. If you are interested in leaving an 
impactful gift in your will or naming 
the Foundation as a beneficiary, please 
contact Alyssa Street at 720.981.2532 or 
at alyssa.street@cheleyfoundation.org.
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“Camp gave me the opportunity to discover and embrace who I really am. 

Camp taught me to be a leader, to stop standing in the shadows and share my 

opinion, to speak up and speak out.”  – Madalyn

Would you like more information on how you can positively impact a child’s life today? 
Visit our website at www.athousandsummers.org/donate or call us at 720.981.2532.


